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Howl III. a And mhagh it was day, certain of the Jews banded 
69 together, and bound themſclves under a curſe, ſaying, that they 
< would neither cat nor drink till they had killed Paul. Aug they 
« were more than forty who had made this conſpiracy. And they came 

to the chief prieſts and elders, and ſaid— We have bound ourſelves 
© under a "great curle, that we will eat nothing until we have ſlain 

„ Paul. Now, thereſore, ye with the council, ſignify to the chick 

* raptain, that; he! hring him down unto you to-morrow, as though 
« you would enquire ſomething more perfectly caneeraing him: and 
« we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him. And when Paul's 
_ * fiſter's ſon heard of their lying in wait, ke went aud entered into the 
« calle. and told Paul,” . 


©3 £4 1 . 
117 1 


; 
, 
N DIY eee 44 14. 12 


cf 


- * — — oo oe — -- —— 
Y F * 5 1 — 8 
- i 4 „„ — - 


1 it is moſt pleaſant to preach the A dtit 


of the goſpel, yet it is alſo ſometimes neceffary to inculcate 
the duties of religion and morality founded upon goſpel 
principles, and to give fair warning againſt horrid ſms, 
which are equally contrary to the light of Revelation, and 
the law of Nature. For the faithful preacher of the goſ- 
pel muſt not . ſhun to declare the hole esunſel of Gd. 
There is alſo a paſſage in one of the Prophets which ſhould 
make a deep impreſſion on our minds. The Lord admo- 
niſhing Ezekiel, ſays, When I. ſayſunto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; it thou doſt not 
ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked 
man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require 
at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the wieked 
of his way to turn from it: if he do not turn from his 
way, he ſhall die in his iniquity, but thou haſt delivered 

B thy 
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( 2) 
e thy ſoul.” “ Let me, therefore, beg your attention to 
the fore-cited verſes, in which we have an account of one 
of the blackeſt crimes that ever diſgraced human nature. 
And though all, who have not yet extinguiſhed in their 
hearts the feelings of men and of chriſtians, muſt read, with 
horror and indignation, a narrative of a conſpiracy to mur- 
der; yet it may be uſeful to meditate on the exceeding fin- 


Fulneſs of ſin, that through grace, you may be guarded 


againſt ©* the hour and the power of temptation.” Let us 
then proceed to conſider that conſpiracy againſt Paul, of 
which we have an account in the following vetſes, be- 
ginning mh | 2 


"Verſe 12. And when it was day certain of the Jews 

| <<, banded together, and bound themſelves under à curſe, 

«< ſaying, that they would n eat nor e till they 
< had killed Paul.) 


170 ene this Vet. it 157 be ke neee to cult the 


occaſion of the conſpiracy, the conſpirators, and the ſo- 
lemn engagement Wat THe Ae under to commit a Wead- 


ful crime. 5 
_ 34 t 


* 8 a 


The aconfioni of this e may be d Fm 
bolt preceding parts of the hiſtory of Paul. In chap. xxi. 
verſe 26 we find Paul in the Jewiſſi temple, complying 
a##h ſome of the rites of the ceremonial law, to ſhew that 
he” was not a contemner of Moſes, Whereupon being 
obſerved by ſome of the Jews from Aſia, they bring a falſe 
aecuſation againſt him, that he had defiled the temple by 
Introducing Gentiles into it, contrary to the law. The 
paſſions of the ignorant and bigoted multitude. being in- 
flamed by this falſehood; they raiſed a horrid tumult, 
ſeized upon Paul, and were going to kill him, had they 
not been prevented by the timely interference of the chief 
captain Lyſias and the Roman ſoldiers. In chap. xxii, 


the . makes A noble defence of himſelf, in which he 
N gives 


, * Exekiel Xxxiii. 8, 9. 


( 3 } 


gives an account of his bigotry before eonverſion, of the 
happy change produced by divine grace, and of his being 
ſent to preach to the Gentiles. The. paſſions of the mul 
titude being again inflamed at hearing of the privileges 


granted to the Gentiles, the tumult is renewed, and they 


cry, & away with ſuch a fellow from the earth; for it is 


< not fit that he ſhould live.“ In this chapter, which | 


contains the verſes. preſently under conſitleration, we find 
Paul pleading his cauſe before the Jewiſh. Sanhedrim; re- 
buking the high Prieſt who had ordered him to be ſmitten 


contrary to law; and taking advantage from the known. 


_ diviſions between the Scribes and Phariſees, to withdraw 


himſelf from their furious and unjuſt perſecution. In 
verſe 11, we are informed, that, “ the night following” 


the appearance' of Paul before the Sanhedrim, < the Lord 
<« ſtood by him and ſaid, be of good cheer, Paul: for as 


thou haſt. teſtified of me in Jeruſalem, ſo muſt thou 


c bear witneſs alſo-at Rome.” This promiſe ſecured the 
apoſtle againſt the imminent danger that threatened him; * 


for it follows in the verſe which we now proceed to con- 
ſider. x 


« And when it was s day, certain of the Jews banded | 
e together.” As ſoon as the day dawned, which ſue- 
ceeded that, in which Paul had appeared before the 
Sanhedrim, ſome of the Jews met together, and formed 


a vile and treacherous conſpiracy to murder him. His 


enemies tired of waiting upon legal forms, and, perhaps, 
thinking that the Roman captain was too favourable to 
him, contrived a more We e of e ſhore 


his life. 8 6 . | 0 


We may next take notice of the aides; They 
were kr Hin of the Fes. They were ſome of the Jews, 
who were inſpired with bigotry, or falſe zeal,” and actu- 


ated by the ſame intolerant ſpirit, which appeared in 
thoſe, who had all along oppoſed the miniſtry of Paul, 
B 2 who 
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1 
who had frequently raifed up tumults againſt him in differ- 
ent cities which he had viſited, who had lately threatened 
to take away his life, and, in a word, who ſcrupled not 
to uſe any means, whether good or bad, for the execution 
of their purpoſes. Some deſperate ruffians of this ſort 
entered into a vile and treacherous conſpiracy againſt the 
life of this eminently good and holy man; thus ſhewing, 
in their hatred to his perſon, their implacable W to 
the cauſe of Chriſt, which he maintained. | 


- 


Let us now take notice of the ſolemn engagement, that 
they came under to commit a horrid. crime. They 
* bound themſelves under a "curſe, faying, that they 
e would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul.” 
To make them the more reſolute in the execution of their 
wicked purpoſe, whatever might be the hazard, ' they 
bound themſelves by an bath, imprecating the divine 
wrath upon themſelves, if they ſhould eat one morſel of 
bread, or drink one drop of any liquor whatſoever, till 
they had aſſaſſinated Paul. And this conſpiracy was, in 
ſome degree, a ſtrong one; for it is 'added 


Verſe 3. And they were more than forty who had 
* made this conſpiracy.“ © 


Paraphraſe. So deep was. ak plot laid, 9 5 
was the blood- thirſty diſpoſition of the zewiſh — — that 
more than forty: abandoned wretches were found ſo deſti- 
tute of juſtice, mercy, humanity, and the light of nature, 
as to join together in this vile combination to diſpatch, 
without law, a righteous perſon, who had never done them 
the ſmalleſt injury. And that they might ſecure the exe- 
cution of their deſign, it follows 1 in 


Verſe 14. And they came to the chief nts and el 
„ ders, and ſaid, we have bound ourſelves under a great 
2 Mp that we will eat nothing until we have ſlain Paul.“ 


wer 2 5 Paraphraſe, 


"(485-1 

Paraphraſe. They communicated! their execrable de- 
ſign to ſome of the chlef prieſts and elders, men whom 
they knew to be the moſt furious and jtyplacable enemies 
to chriſtianity, and men who, diſregarding their high cha- 
rafter and ſacred* profeſſion, would not 'heſitats to adopt 
any. meaſures, however. flagicious, | for ſuppreſſing: * eli- 
gion which they, hated: to.men of this flawp the conlpi- 
rators revealed their horrid purpoſe, faying, We bave 
bound ourſelyes by the ſevereſt cufſe upon foul and body 
for ever, that we will taſte neither foed nor drink, till we 
have embrued our hands in tlie blood of this ptänent 
fellow Paul, who, however much he has been Tavoured 
by the chief capktin, ſeems to us un worthy to live.— 
We have next their r contrivance for the execution of their 
bloody defigrt in N Ly aff a Mk enen s TC 


r 100 Lafh. arriitior 
Verte 15. vg Ss — with the coyneil, "4 
465 nify to the-chief (captain, that he bring him down unto 
e you- to-morrow, as though 7e would. en ſome- 
tning more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever 
xc he come near, are ready to Kill Tan. . 


o Hoe e ir 208 ig 

""Paraphrate;” Now, therefore, ' we beg that ye would 
keep our counſel, and, as if ignorant of gur integtions, 
you may perſuade the reft of the Sanhedrim to cohcur with 
you in a requeſt to the chief captain, - that he would once 
more order Paul to appear before ybu tomorrow: and you 
may aſſign as à renſon for your” requeſt, that you want to 


hear what he has to ſay in anſwer to fone further eidenee 


that had appeared againſt im, and to enquiteè more exactly 
into his caſe, which had been prevented by yeſterflay's ty- 
mult, And if there de any gufſt in ſhedding the blood of 
ſuch a man, we are willing to take the whole burden of it 
upon ourſelves ; for; whatever" may be the confetpuence, 
we are reſolved to diſpatch him in his way from the Sie, 
before he can reach the room Where the Sanhedrim kits, 
We have next the diſcovery of the conſpiracy in 


* Verſe 


_ = 


6 
Vetſe 16. And when Paul's fiſter's ſom heard ef 


4 their lying in wait, he went and meet into the * 


% and told Paul.“ 

Pafaphraſe. As the Lord is perfectly acquainted with 

the moſt hidden counſels of men, and eaſily brings them 

to light; and © as the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 

„ throughout the whole earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in 
4e the behalf of them, whoſe heart is perfect towards 

« him, ſo, by ſome means or other, the barbarous plot 


came to the knowledge of a young man, who was Paul's 


near relation; and as ſoon as he heard of their lying in 
wait to deſtroy him, he, liſtening to the dictates of reli- 


gion and natural affection, went with all ſpeed to the pri- 


ſon, and getting acceſs to Paul, revealed to him the whole 
conſpiracy. And thus, by his laudable honeſty, he hap- 
pily prevented the untimely death of a-miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt, perhaps rhe moſt uſeful, and en = _ 


ever appeared in our world, 


Nothing more need be faid in ET of verſes ſo "ep 


plain; but from this part of facred 3 the following 
obſervations may be deduced. 


Obſ. ft. Bigetry and falſe zeal are often productiv- of 
diſmal effeas. The Jews who: conſpired. againit Paul pre- 
tended a zeal for religion; but it was an. unhallow ed zeal, 
which led them to commit great wickedneſs, that kind of 
zeal which flows from bigotry. - By bigotry I underſtand 
an obſtinate attachment to religious opinions, without 
having any juſt ground for them from ſcripture or reaſon. 
This is always accompanied with a blind and furious zeal. 
Such a zeal does Paul aſeribe to the Jews, I bear them 
% record,” ſays he, “ that they have a zeal for God, but 
© not accordir g to knowledget ;” and to himſelf while in 
an unregenerate. Rate, « concerning zeal perſecuting the 

« church{.” Bigotry, when 1 with this 
furious 


2 2 Chron. xvi. 9. + Rom. x. 2, 11. 5 Philip. iii. 6. 


(1752) 


zeal,. always, produces the moſt lamentable effects; 
ſome of theſe effects I ſhall proceed to \mengion. The 
firſt effe& is a mind ſhut againſt, the light; of truth: 
for when men have embraced opinions, without ſufficient 


evidence, it commonly happens, that they are unwilling 
to receive light which might diſturb them i in the quiet poſ- 
ſcfſion of theſe opinions.” And it is "faid,. that © the God 
e of this world hath blinded the minds of them who be- 


<« eve not, leſt the Tight of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, 
e who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them®,” 


Another effect of bigotry, is hardneſs of heart and cruelt 7 
againft oppoſers. - How cruel was Paul before his conver- | 


fion; and while he was actuated by the phariſaical temper 
and ſpirit | We cannot paint his character, while in this 
ſtate, in blacker colours, than he has done himſelf. Speak- 
ing of his being put into the miniſtry, he adds, 4" Who 
<« was before 2 blaſphemer, and perfecutor, and injuri- 

</gns+;,” And the facred hiſtorian; ſpeaking of him im- 
mediately- before his converſion, deſeribes him as'# yet 
breathing out threatenings and ſlaughter againſt the 
« diſciples of the Lord.“ In à word, the final effects 
of bigotry are acts of injuſtice and murders. This is a 
truth, elearly demonſtrated by the ceruel perſecutions 
which haye taken place in the church in all ages. How 
many have been deprjved of all their poſſeſſions, and been 


obliged to meet death in its moſt horrid forms; becauſe | 


they could not think, as their oppreſſors did, concerning 
the matters of religion, which were intimately connected 


with their own eternal. happineſs ! This is not like true 


zeal for God and his cauſe; for true zeal, like the wiſdom 


which is from above, * is firſt pure, then peaceable, gen- 


« tle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
« fruits, without partiality, and without bypocriſy$. ” It 
weeps over the obſtinacy of the wicked, and does all that 
it can to promote their ſalyation ; but it does not call for 
| | J firs 

* 2 Cor. iv. 4, +1 Tim. i, 13. f Ach ix. 1. 5 James ii. 25, 


«+ 


(487) 
fire from Heaven: to deftroy oppoſers,- nor does it aſſume” 
the place of God by executing. vegane on ee 
W ee ate. 55 n 


JOYS 101 


Ob. 2. It is. very _fful, 155 en. pri etext whatever, 
fa e form 2 conſpiracy to mash Paul, though, th 
Jews pretended a Zeal. tor. religion. Paul- was a — 5 
good and benevolent man. But though, he had been a 
perſecator, : as he once was, it would ſtill, have. been, uns, 
lawful to form Fl conſpiracy, to put bim to death Fe or. 
the chriſtian religion teaches us, 5 io love our enemies, 
* to blefs them that curſe. us, to do good. to them that 
< hate us, and to Aung, for them who. deſpitefully ye "= 
4 and. perſecute us. It does nat teach us to murder. 
perſecutors, but to pray for them, and wait for their Con- 
verſion. There are only three caſes in which a perſon can 
be juſtly put to death; to wit, in gaſe of legal condem- 
nation, after a fair and juſt trial; in caſe o neceſſary ſelf- 
defence, when there ſeems to be no polſſibility of avoiding 
death, but by reſiſting the violent andi unjuſt attacks of # 
foe, ot laſtly, in caſe of a juſt war. All other pretexts for 
Ealing A bellen are unjuſt. This leads me to obſerve, that, 


. An engagement by oath to commit a Nevis 
crime can never be Inwful or binding.” Such was "the en- 
gagement which | "the Jews came under x0 kill Paul. © As 
the moral law is ſuperior to every other law; ſo no obli- 
gation which: we may come under, can render it awful to 
violate that law. What ! Can any man believe, that any 
human engagement can make null and void the law of 
God? At this rate, man might be ſuperior to, and give 


| Jade bis Creator; and to render any thing lawful, it 


voyld%nly be cally to ſwear to do it; which is horrid 
laſphemy. The truth is, that an oath . not conſtitute 
any new duty; for if it be a lawful one, it only binds us, 


in a more ſolemn manner, to perform a duty, which we 
are 


W en ad £5, ome 


(9 
ate already bound to perform by the law of God. To 
ſwear, then, to commit a crime, is only à high aggrava- 
tion of the ſin, which. one is guilty of, in conceivipg ſuch 
a horrid | reſolution, in the heart. And the perſon WhO 


thus ſw ears and performs. according to his oath, doubly 


ſins. Ie fins in taking the cath, and alſo ſins in perfogm- 
ing it. Of conſequence, if he does not ſee. the evil, of 
ſuch an oath, and repent of it, he hinds his own. ſoul 
under the curſe, whether he per forms or does not perform 

his engagement. If he performs; his engagement, he 


tranſgreſſes the divine law, as the Jews would have done 


if they had killed Paul. If. he: does not perform his en- 
gagement, according to his own opinion, he hath pro- 
faned the divine Name by perjury. There is no way of 
eſcaping from this double: bond, but by a ſincere return 
to the Lord by true repentance, and an utter renunciation 
of ſuch horrid engagements. But they are moſt happy 
who never enter into ſuch obligations, This leads me to 
obſerve, that | 


Obſ. 4. tt is ſurpriſing Jags many will join in the exe- 
- cution 'of a wieked purpoſe. To murder ſuch a perſon as 
Paul was after his converſion, ; to deſtroy one, who, like 
his divine Maſter, was breathing nothing but good will, 
loving kindneſs, and the tendereſt compaſſion for the hu- 
man race; to hurry out of the world one, Who was un- 
wearied in doing good, ſeemed to be aſpurpoſe / diaboli- 
cal, ſe contrary to the firſt principles of law and juſtice, as 
well as to the finer feelings of humanity, that one would 
have thought, that few would have gonceliyed, and, ſtill 
fewer would have engaged in the execution of ſo horrid a 
deſign. But who can fathom the depth of wickedneſs, 
that may be in a human heart? lata ſhort time above 
forty. perſons, of fimilar tempers and feelings, and actuated 
by the ſame zeal, were eager and forward to enter into 
a horrid eder 2 iult the life of an innocent man. 


Had 
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( 10) 

Had they waited a little while longer, they might perhaps 
have found as many more to engage in the ſame deſign. 
But what could they alledge in excuſe for ſuch wickedneſs 
and cruelty? Why ? they might ſay, that Paul once was 
2 Pharaſee; that he was once as furious a zealot in their 
cauſe as any of them; and that he had changed fides, de- 
ſerted their party, and become a firm friend and zealous 
promoter of that religion which he had formerly perſecuted. 
But was this a ſufficient reaſon, that ſo many ſhould con- 
ſpire againſt his life? Would it not have been better to 
have heard his reaſons for ſuch an important change from 
ſuperſtition to true religion, and from cruelty to meekneſs 
and loving kindneſs? Ah! blind zeal ! thou art the fury 
which transforms ſo many men to, blood-thirſty monſters, 
and ſteels their hearts againſt the feelings of humanity ! 
Nor are the wiſe and the learned always exempted from 
thy influence ; for it may next be obſerved, that 


Ob. g. Cruel and bloody men know thoſe that are of 
the ſame diſpofition with themſelves. The conſpirators re- 
vealed their deſign to the high prieſts and elders. They 
well knew, that notwithſtanding their high and ſacred cha- 
racters, they were men who thirſted for blood, and fo 
would not ſeruple to favour any deſign, however infamous, 
that might ſerve to promote the intereſt of their party.--- 
What Chriſtian? what man of feeling would chooſe to be 
thus diſtinguiſhed by aſſaſſins, as a man of their fort, 
and honoured, or rather diſhonoured, by their confidence ? 


Methinks I hear the good, the generous, the benevolent, 


and the humane man ſay, may my ears ever be ſhur againſt 
ſuch ſecrets, and may my heart be always ſhocked at the 
mere idea of ſuch horrid crimes ! This leads me to ano- 


ther obſervation, which is 


Obi. 6. It is ſinful to aſſociate with the wicked in the 
Forming of their plats, or to keep their ſecrets, It is dan- 
gerous for any perſon to come under a folemn obliga- 

tion 


20 — aa 1 8 a. Ea, 


. 


tion to keep the ſeerets of any one, without limitation or 
diſctimination-: For, alas ! we have not to deal with An- 
gels in this world, Who cannot fin, or may not reveal to 
us things that are ſinful. And we may fin againſt God, in 
a grievous manner, by making ourſelves the repoſitories of 
wicked ſecrets. I do not here argue” againſt that confi- 
dence, which we may repoſe in our neighbour, or which 
our neighbour may repoſe in us, "when he conſults us about 
matter of fin or duty; for by means of ſuch confidence, 
we may be uſeful in hindering ourſelves or others from 
entering upon wicked deſigns. But what I diſapprove of, 
is an unlimited promiſe to keep the ſecrets of men, with 
out knowing in what plots they may de engaged. Such 
ſeems to have been the promiſe given by the chief prieſts 
and elders to the conſpirators againſt Paul, when they 
agreed to petition the chief eaptain to bring down Paul to 


the council, though they well knew that bloody men lay 


in wait to kill him, ſee verſe 20th. They did not, indeed, 
chooſe to commit the crime themſelves; but they were very 
well pleaſed. that others ſhould do. it; and they ſeemed, by 
favouring their deſign, to bid them good ſpeed. The 
language of their conduct was it is doing God good. ſer- 
«<,vice to take ſuch a man off the face of the earth; tho? 
<< we would not chuſe to be ſeen in this affair.” Ah * 


horrid is it, that men- thould, in this manner, become 


ſharers in the crimes of others My- ſoul enter not thou 
into their ſecret! -  - = 


Obſ. 7. There is 10 * 4h had, hgh Lied 
is privy to it; and can enfily difeover it. He is the Go- 
vernor of the world; who orders and regulates every thing 
relating to the peace, good order, and preſervation of hu- 
man ſociety. He is the Omniſcient Judge, ho perfectly 
knows every thing that is done in the world, even in the 


molt ſecret chambers; and he has a particular regard for 
the preſervation of the righteous. For the eyes of che 
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Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
<« ſhew hiqmſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them +whoſe. 
c ſeart is perfect towards him! Hence he often brings. 
to light the hidden plots of men, eſpecially when they 
happen to be againſt the righteous. If this were not done, 
if men ſhould be allowed without intertuption; to con- 
trive, in ſecret, the deſtruction of their neighbours, there 
would ſoon be an end of mutual confidenee ;; the bands of 
human ſociety would be Joofed ; every man would become 
his own judge and avenger; there would be no law, but 
the law of the ſtrongeſt; and the whole world, in proceſs. 
of time, might run into the wildeſt anarchy and confu- 
ſion. But bleiſed be that wiſe Governor, Who brings to 
light the hidden things of darkneſs, preſerves his own- 


people from every danger, and maintains a+ moral govern- / 


1 


ment in the world! Thus H- Rte zer es: © Fig 
againſt, Paul. 


Ob. 8. i, ths duty of all who. knew 5 an) ſecret 
d-fign againſt the tife A their neighbokiy ts inform bim of 
his tlotger:; Paul's ſiſter's Ton acted a benevolent and juſt 


part to Paul. That his name might Be” tranſmitted with 


honour to poſterity, his relatiqon to that apoſtle is particu- 
larly mentioned. Should not 41! Whotndw of ſuch wick- 
eck defigus againft the life of a gend add neighbour warn 
him bf bis danger? Does not the fxth commandment” be 
que us to uſè every awful ended d our to Preſerve our own 
lives and the lives of others? Is it not our duty to do unth 
others, as we would have them do unto us? What re- 
ſlections of a dreadſul kind muſt occur to a feeling man, 
if he ean recollect that ke might have ſaved the liſe ot 
ſome valuable member of ſociety, and had neglected to do 
it? Is not this a ſpecies of murder? Let bs therefore re- 


member the command to love our neighbour as ourſelves; 
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looks forward to that awful day, when all the, millions of 
men, Who from the beginning to the end of time have 
appeared on the face of the earth, ſhall ſtand before the 
tribunal of Chriſt. His words = ©, 55 to male 4 deep i im- 
preſſion on our minds. We muſt all appear,“ ſays he, 


<<. before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt that ry one may 
to that 
ehe hath done, whether it he gobd on bad: While he 
thought on the certainty of ſuch a ſolemn appearance 
before the tribunal of Chriſt; he improves the conſidera- 


<< receive the things done in his body; accorchng to 


tion of; it, to excite us to repentance. Knowing the ter- 
*© ror, of the Lord,” fays he, “ we, perſuade. men.” He 
knew that. A day of judgment had been fixed from all eters, 


nity ; : that that awful day. was contigually, approaching; 


and that, whenever i it ſhop!d- come, it would-be a day of 
terror to the wicked and bypoerites. His heart was move. 
ed with the moſt generaus compa Hon, for lingers who, 
were ready to periſh : and therefore he uſed every awak- 
ening or alluring argument, which, through the influence 
oi the Holy Spirit, might be effectual to perſuade men to 

ö believe 


(: 8 ) 


believe in Chriſt, to turn from their fins, and to ſtudy 2 
thorough reform in heart, life, and converſation; * And he 
did all this in ſuch a manner, and with ſo much fincerity 
of heart, as to be able to make the following appeal to 
God and his hearers. © We are made manifeſt to God,” 
viz. as a faithful ſervant, e and I truſt alſo are made ma- 
« nifeſt in your conſciences. How happy would it be 


for other miniſters, if they could with humility, with 


truth, and with an approving conſcience, make ſuch an 
appeal. In order that we may in ſome meaſure, diſcharge 
our duty, in the conſideration of the text, we ſhall, as the 
Lord enables us, | 


I. Speak of a true knowledge « of the terror of the Lord. 


IT. Speak of the duty of perſuading men. 


III. Mention: ſome of the motives wherewith'v we ſhould 
endeavour 1 men to eg al 

| 2 

J. Fa ſpeak of a true knowledge of the terror of the 
Lord. 


Iſt. eee of the terror of the Lord 3 


a full gonvictien, that the day of zadgment will be an 
inexpreſſibly dreadful day to hypocrites, unbelievers, and 
all impenitent perſons. This conviction is founded on the 
plain deejarations of ſcripture, and on the nature ol rea- 
ſon of things. a 5 rr . 


? Firſt, our conviction that the ack of judgment will be a 
day of terror to the wicked may be founded on the plain 
declarations of ſetipture, ſome of which we may now con- 
ſider with a ſerious attention, The Pſalmiſt tells as that 
K"God is angiy with the wicked every day: if he turn 
* not he Will whet his fword ! he hath bent his bow and 
t made it feady. He hath alſo prepared for him the in- 


4e ſtrumenis of death. Upon the wicked he ſhall rain 


* nates, fire, and brimſtone, and. an horrible tempeſt : 
"Mm 6 this 


( 15 ) 
e this ſha!l be the portion of their eup. For in the hand 
of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red: it is 
& full of mixture, and he poureth out of the fame: but 
„the dregs thereof all tlie wicked of the earth ſhall 
wiring out and drink“.“ The hypoerite, thougli he 
may deceive men, will not be able to deceive the Searcher 
of hearts; or eſcape his juſt judgment: © Phe hypocrite's 
4e hope ſhall periſh.” For what is the Hope of the hypo- 
_ «© crite, though he hath gained, when God taketh way 
« his ſoul? The finnets in Zion are afraid, fearfuſneſs 
& hath furpriſed the hypocrites: who among us ſhall 
« dwell with devouring fire? who amongſt us (hall d well 
« with everlaſting burniags ? The hypocrites. in heart 
<« heap up wrathf.“ The unbeliever is joined in the (ame 
puniſhment. For he that believeth not is condemned 
already, and, if he continue in unbelief, the 'wrath of 
« (God abideth on him.“ In a word, * The wrath” of 
« God is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs, 
« and unrighteojineſs of men, who UG the teuth i in un- 
<« righteouſneſs.” | | 


It is no leſs plain from ſcripture, that God hath appoint- 
ed a dreadful day for awarding to the wicked the juſt pu- 
niſhment of their fins. Hence the apoſtle addrefling the 
wicked man, ſays, After thy hardneſs and impenitent 
5 heart, thou treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath "againſt the 
« day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment 
« of God.“ In that dreadful day, the Lord, the righ- 
teous Judge, will ſay unto them on the left. hand, de- 
part from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
c for the deyil and his angels.“ This ſentence, will be 
immediately executed. There can be no arreſt of judg- 
ment in this caſe, ** for theſe ſhall go away into everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, Toe who know not God, and obey 

64 not 


* Pſalm vii. Ir, 12, 13 — Pf. xi. 6.—-Pſ. xv. 8. + Job viii, 18. 
and xxvii, 8.—Iſaiah xxxiii. 14, 26d Job xxxvi. 13, + John ili. 1: 
36. 85 Rom. i. 38. fl Rom. ii. 5, | 


— 
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4. not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, === all be 
« p. anthed with everlaſting deſtruction from the prFrence 
e the EL ord, and from the glory of his power; on that 
na . when he (hall: come to be glorified in his Faints, 
% and to be admired in all them that belteve?” This 
auful day was repreſented i in a Viſion to John the divine--- 
T ſaw,” ſays he, { the dead ſmall and great ſtand before 
% God: and the books were opened: and another book 
Was opened, which is the book of life: and whoſoever 
v was not found written in the bobk of life, wascaft/1 into 
«the fire.“ In the laſt place, the apoſtle puts it beyond 
all doubt that ſuch an awful day may be expected. For 
% we muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
. badt. „If then the righteous Thall receive a gracious 
reward, the wicked may expect a Juft Arne re we ac- 
n to the demerit of their deeds. . 


7 47055 fi '* 1 FO 
As it is 5 2 from ſcripture, that there i is 4 day coming 


which will be terrible beyond deſeription to the wicked 
and impenitent; ſo the ſame truth is no leſs evident from 
N the natute or reaſon of things. We know for certain that 
the Jude of all the earth Walt do right. He muſt ren- 
” der to every one according to his deeds; He cannot ren- 
der to the righteous according to the work of the wieked; 
nor to the Wicked, according to the work of the righteous. 
This would be contrary to the notions, which we have 
of digaributiye juſtice among men; how much more would 
it be contrary to the juſtice of the Supreme Judge. There- 
fore we muſt conclude, that the wicked muſt be puniſhed, 
| either | in this world,, or in that Which! is to come. 


Hut we oſten ſee men, een while! they are going on in 


the moſt wicked courſes, enjoy proſperity in this world. 
Iheir 


7 Mat. AXxv. 4t, ue ret i, vo, 10. ner. Xx. 12, 15 —2 Cor. 
v. 10. | 


| ( 
Their paſtures are clothed with flocks; their fields are 
covered with waving crops; their granaries are ſtored witlt 
corn, and their cellars with wine; their coffers are filled 
with gold and ſilver; they are raiſed ſometimes to: the 
higheſt pinqacle of worldly honours; and, in à word, 

they ſwim in afIgence, and enjoy a conſtant round of 
pleaſures. W hat was obſerved concerning them in Afaph's ö 
time may be affirmed concerning them ſtill; © There are 
no bands in their death; but their ftrength is firm. 
1 They are not in trouble as other men : neither are they 
ce plagued as other men. Therefore pride compaſſeth 
ce them as a chain, violence covereth them as a garment- 
« "Their eyes ſtand out with fatnefs, they have more than 
66 heart could wiſh*.” On the other hand the people of 
God are often expoſed to poverty, contempt, reproach, and 
various other hardſhips of human life; ſo that waters of 
a full cup of affliction ſcem to be wrung out to them. 


Now if wicked, men ſhould / triumph i in this world and 
paſs unpuniſhed , in the next, where would be the juſtice 
and holineſs of God the Govimas of the Univerſe, and 
where would be the advantages of true religion? M e muſt 


coaclude, then, that a dreadful day of retribution comes, 


which will be terrible to God's enemies. When we un- 
derſtand their end, e may lay, << Surely. thou didit. ſet 


them in lippery places: thou caſtedſt them down into 


0 deſtruction. How are they brought into deſolation 
The Lord unickes foe -of the wicked in this world, to 
thew. that there is a God to judge in the earth, But al! 
are not puniſhed, to ſhew that there is a judgment to 
come- and this will be a dreadful day of -reckoging to all 
the finally impenitent: Scripture and reaſon join to con- 
vince us of this truth, that the treaſure af wrath, Which 
they have been heaping up for many years, ſhall then be 
paid them in its full amount. N 
D 8 2. This. 


Pfalm laxiii, + Jer. ii. 19.—Pro. v. 22. 
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2. This knowledge of the terror of the Lord implies an 
experimental knowledge of the evil of ſin, and of the tre- 
mendous wrath due to it. The Lord ſometimes gives 
men a taſte, of the bitter fruits of fin even in this world. 
By means of affliction, or the convictions of ſin in the 
conſcience, he ſays to the ſinner, „ thine own wickedneſs 
<« ſhall cortect thee, and thy back ſlidings ſhall reprove 
40 .thee : know, therefore, and ſee that it. is an evil thing 
<« and a bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God.” 
He hath ſaid © his own. 1niquities ſhall take the wicked 
<< man himſelf, and he ſhall be holden with the cords of 
40 his fins.” The Lord faith, becauſe they have forſa- 
* ken my !aw,—behold I will feed them, even this 
<< people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall 
« to drink*x . The ſorrows flowing from a ſenſe of fin 
in this world are often ſo great, that they reſemble the 
torments of hell. Hence the Pfalmiſt ſays the forrows 
e of death compaſſed me, and the pains of hell got hold 
„% upon me: I found trouble and forrow+.” Theſe ſor- 
rows are to the finally impenitent a foretaſte, an earneſt, 
and a dreadful demonſtration of the torments of hell. 
The penitent, indeed, are happily delivered from theſe 
ſorrows, reſtored to peace of conſcience, and freed from 
eternal condemnation, through faith in Chriſt the Savi- 
our. But they ſtill remember the affliction and miſery, . 
the wormwood and the gall of a Chriſtleſs ſtatet.' They 
have felt the horrors of conſcience flowing from a ſenſe of 
guilt; they have ſeen the ſword of juſtice brandiſhed over 
their guilty heads and ready to ſtrike the fatal blow; they 
have heard the law thundering cut its curſes againſt therh ; 
they have ſeen the avenger of blood purſuing, and ready 
to overtake them; they have had a profpe& of a future 
ſtate, and have Meth the day of the Lord's coming to 
Judgment. to be © a day of CIENCY and of gloominefs, a 
$ day 


Jer. k. 13, 15. + Pſalm exvi. 3. Lam. ii. 19. 


E 
< day of clouds and of thick darkneſs,” 4A great and 
very terrible day, which no impenitent man can abide d, 
in a word, they have perhaps been thrown into a bed of 
ſickneſs, which brought them to the contines of an eternal 
ſtate, and they have looked down from the brink of the 
fearful precipice into the boundleſs ocean of * mifery, into 
which they were about to be plunged:! The Lord indeed 
hath brought them back, granted them a free pardon, and 
delivered them from the dominion of ſin and its evit;confe- 
quences. But their ſouls are ſtill} humbled within them, 
when they recollect the miſery of their former unregenerate 


ſtate; and ſo they may be ſaid to have known by experi- 


ence the terror of the Lord. Their experience may be 
uſeful to others; for F may obſerve in os went "ney 
that N | | 


3 This bowie of the terror of the Lan in the 
godly, always inſpires them with the tendereſt compaſſion 
for periſhing ſinners. Thoſe who have themſelves felt 
the terrors of the Lord, and taſted the bitter fruits of fin, 
behold, with an eye of pity, wretched ſinners ruſhing for- 
ward in the paths that lead to eternal deſtruction. Fully 
convinced from the word of God, and from their own 
experience, that the end of ſuch courſes is death, their 
hearts are grieved at the folly of men, their eyes run down 
with tears, they mourn in ſecret, andy their bowels of 
mercies being. ſtrongly moved with the moſt generous 
concern for the happineſs of men, they do all that they 
can, by advice, and inſtructions, and expoſtulations, to 
| ſnatch the miſerable from the graſp of the deſtroyer. 


All this will appear from the Scriptures, What a gene- 


rous compaſſion does the Apoſtle evince for his brethren 
of the Jewiſh, nation, when he ſays I could wiſh my- 
„ felf were accurſed from Chriſt,” i. e. anathematiſed, 


or laid under the ſentence of the higher excommunication, 
9 2 for 


*. Joel ii. 2, 11. 
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for my brethren, my kinſmen according to the fleſh*.” 
This was a tender concern and compaſſion for his bre- 
thren, like that which the Lord Jeſus expreſſes, © when 
me came near and beheld the city Jerufalem, and wept 
ever it, ſaying, if thou hadſt known, even thou, at 
<-lealt in this thy day, the things which belong to thy 
peace] but now they are hid from thine eyes f.“ Thus 
Samuel mourned the rejection of Saul. When he had 
pronounced the ſentence of the Lord againſt this tranſ- 
greſſor, the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that. Samuel 
came no more to Saul until the day of his death: ne- | 
<<. vertheleſs, Samuel mourned for Sault.“ The arms 
which true zeal uſes to convert ſinners, are prayers, en- 

treaties, and exhortations ; and when, all theſe are rejet- 
ed ; when its efforts are all in vain, it weeps in fecret 
over the pride, obſtinacy, and wickedneſs of the impeni- 
tent. The mourning Prophet ſays, * O that my head 
«© were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 
61 might weep day and night for the ſlain of the daugh- 
« ter. of my people.” And in another place he ſays, 
* Give glory to the Lord your God, before he cavſe dark- 
« neſs, and before your feet ſtumble on the dark moun- 
ce tains but if ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall weep in 
«ſecret places for your pride, and mine eyes ſhall weep 


„ ſore, and run down with tears, becauſe the Lord's flock. 


« js carried away captive.” When the faithful ſervants 
of Chriſt are of this diſpoſition, rhey ſtrive with the ob- 
ſtinacy, unbelief and impenitence of ſinners, as long as 


there is any hope of their recovery. The Apoſtle was 


certainly aQuated by ſuffi compaſſionate feelings, when 


he ſaid ends. the terror of the Lord we Perſuade 


„ men.” This leads me, 


II. To ycak of perſuading men, And here we may 
ſhew 1ſt, of what we are to perſuade men, and 2dly, 
Low we are to periuade them. | 

*#1 2 Firſt, Of 


„ Rom. ix. 3. + Luke wiz, 41, 4%, f 1 Samuel xv. 35. 
$ Jer. iz, 1, and iii. 16, 17. 
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Hirt. Of what we are to perſuade men. 


— * 


1. We are to convince them, as rational creatures, of 
the certainty of a future judgment. If men do not believe 
in a judgment to come, nothing that we ean ſay about the 


diſadvantages of ſin, or the pleaſures of true godlineſs, will 


make the ſmalleſt imprefſion on their minds. They would 
in this cafe laugh at inſtruction, and ſcorn reproof. There - 
fore as one of the firſt things that determined ſinners en- 
deavour to perſuade themſelves of, is that there is no judg- 
ment to come; ſo the firſt ſtep that we muſt take; to alarm 
ſecure finners, is to convince them, that they muſt all ap- 


pear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and that the day 


on 1 will be terrible to all the workers of i inn dien 


. L 


2. We are to convince them of their own guilt and 
danger. Having ſhewn them the certainty of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments; the general doctrine 
muſt be applied with particular force to their own fouls, 


They muſt be convinced of the evil of ſin; of the guilt 


which they have contraQed ; of the purity, holineſs, juſ- 


tice, and faithfulneſs of God, who neceſſarily. demands a 


ſatisfaction, and, of the conſequent danger of FOUL 
in a ſinful tate without reprarancy, - 


3. We are to perſuade them to believe and repent. 
They muſt be informed that there is no ſafety for them out 
of Chriſt, that the ſtorm of Divine wrath is continually ap- 
proaching, and that Chriſt is the only ſhelter from the 
ſtorm, They muſt alſo be told that in coming to Chriſt, they 
muſt come to him, as a Saviour from fin, as well as from 


miſery ; fo that in the very act of believing, there may be 
a turning from fin with deteſtation and cee For 


« Tf any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old 


* things are. paſſed 25 behold all mr are becoms 
6 ne. 


4 We 


* 2 Cor. V. 7. 
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4. We are to beſeech them to receive the meſſage of 
grace and reconciliation, We muſt inform them that 


“ God, is in Chriſt reconciling the world to. himſelf, 
c not imputing their treſpaſſes unto, them, and. hath 


% committed unto us the word of reconciliation,” And 


ſo we muſt offer to them Chriſt and all. his ſalvation freely, 
ſaying, Now then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 


though God did beſeech you by us; we pray you in 


4 Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God®,” We muſt 
earneſtly entreat them to receive him that they may believe 
through grace, and live like thoſe who are to be judged by 
Chriſt, and who would wiſh to appear with holy boldneſs 
before his awful tribunal, on that important day, when 
judgment ſhall! be ee before aſſembled 1 


This leads me | 
| Laan. To ſhew how we, are to DES men. And, 


iſt, We are to deal with them as rational creatures, 
and to perſuade them by arguments proper for the purpoſe. 
Theſe are the only arms which we are allowed to uſe. 
&« For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
« but mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 
4 ſtrong holds f. The Apoſtles were not ſent to per- 
ſuade men to repent, by the farce of arms, but by the farce 
of arguments, and motives fit to work upon their rational 
natures. The dread of civil pains and penalties may 
reſtrain men from ſuch acts of wickedneſs as are hurtful 
to civil ſociety; but it cannot convert men, it cannot 
change their hearts or natures. But the goſpel aims not 
only at the reſtraining of men from {nul a&s, but alſo at a 
thorough change of their inward inclinations, a change 
from a love of fin to a love of holineſs. This change 
can only be accompliſhed by means of rational arguments 
fuited to the purpoſe. But we muſt not think that moral 
fuaſion alone will be ſufficient to lead men to repentance. 
For I proceed to obſerve that, 

2. We 

® Cor, v. 19, and 20. + 2 Cor. x. 4. 
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2. We muſt always depend on the. Holy Spirit for 
waking our arguments effectual. Though men are rational 
creatures, ho are to be perſuaded by means of rational 
arguments; yet their moral inability, while they are un- 
converted, is ſuch, that a mere ſpeculative perſuaſion. of. 
the beauty of holineſs, or of the evil of fin, will not be 
of ſufficient force to conquer the obſtinacy.of their hearts, 
and to turn them from fin unto. God. Such arguments, 
indeed, might be of ſufficient force, if human nature were 
ſtill uncorrupted, and had no wrong bias, and if the 
Divine power influenced the good habit to draw it forth 
to exerciſe, But the ſtate of matters has been greatly 
changed by the fall, The Scripture informs us, that men 
are by nature dead in treſpaſſes and fins,* A Prophet 
fays, Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the Leopard 

++ his ſpots ? Then mY ye alſo do n that are accuſ- 


2 * 
1 ISEp 1 8 1 


- Such, dang the 3 ſtate of "ON nature, there 
is an abſolute neceſſity for a thorough change upon all the 
faculties of the ſoul by the renewing grace of God, before 
it can be perſuaded, by the beſt arguments we can uſe, 
to return to God. Seripture and fatal experience prove 
that all our arguments are ineffectual, if they are not 
accompanied with the power of the Spirit, enlightening 
the mind, ſubduing the obſtinate will, and ſanCtifying the 
affections, Hence, in Seripture, the call to- repentance, 
is always joined with the promiſe of- grace to enable us to 
repent, in order to teach us, that we muſt not depend 
on moral ſuaſion for ſucceſs; but ought rather to depend 
entirely on the Divine bleſſing, without which, all the 
powers of perſuaſion would be quite ineffectual. The 
Prophet exhorts in this manner; * Caſt away from you 
Hall your tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, 
and make you a new heart, and a new ſpirit, for why 
« will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael.” F. Here is a good 
| | exhortation 

Epb. ii. 1. + Jer. xiii. 23. $ Ezek. xvili. 31. 
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echortation enforced by a powerful argument. But all 
this would be ineffectual, if we could not join to the 
exhortation the following gracious ' promiſe : c a new 
heart alſo will J give you, and a new ſpirit will T put 
& within you, and T will take away the ſtony heart out 
* of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh*.” 
Viewing this promiſe, whenever we are called to repen- 
tance, we may turn our waiting eyes towards God, and 
uſe this prayer, * Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

and renew a right fpirit within mer.“ If ever we turn 
to God, we muſt be made willing to come; and it is 
written, Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 
« powert.” We can do nothing without the continual 
influence of Divine power. © For it is God who worketh 
c in us both to will and to do of his good pleaſurey,”” 
But God, in thus inclining us to turn from. fin, to 
holineſs, ſtill deals with us as rational dreatures;” and 
works upon us effectually by means of argumeats,. and 
motives , ſuited to our natures,. which, he bleſſes and 
makes effectual by his all- powerful grace, The Lord 
draws men to himſelf; but he does it “ with the cords 
© of. a man, with bands of love“. + What, then, are 
we to do? We can only declare the arguments or motives 
to repentance, which we find in the Scriptures ; and hav- 
ing thus acted in ſuhſerviency to the grand deſign of God 
in a preached goſpel, we muſt leave it to himſelf to accom- 
pany bis own word with a bleſſing. With theſe views 


I now proceed, A Fe =p 


III. To mention ſome of theſe motives, 'wherewith 
we ſnoulud endeavour to perſuade men to repent. And, 


1ſt, Conſider what fin is, of which you are ſo fond, Is 
there any thing ſo beautiful, ſo deſirable, or ſo advantage- 


ous in ſin, as io be a ſufficient, compenſation for the loſs of 
- the 


* Fzek. xxxvi. 26. + Pſa. li. 10. SS. - WA 
$ Philip. ii. 13. Hol. xi. 4 
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the vine Gt! Muſt not conſcience and fatal experi- 


ence anſwer ““ there is nothing in in but mi! ſery and diſ- 


2 bointment?“ But if there be any thing. deſirable in 


the enjoyment of ſin, what is it? Are you pleaſed with 


its profits ? But, & what-is 2 man profited, if he ſhall gain 
„„ the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? or what 
* "ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul?“ What is 
tht hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when 
God taketh away his ſoul? Are you charmed with the 
pleaſures of ſin? Theſe are deluſive at the beſt; they are 
often accompanied with pain; at any rate they are but for 
a ſeafotn; and, in the end, they are ſucceeded by everlaſt- 
ing itery. Beſides, there is more real jay to be found 
in the favour of God, than in all the pleaſures of fin, 
though they could be enjoyed without interruption, as long 
as we are in this world. The Pfalmiſt ſays, „“ many fay, 
c who will ſhew us any good?“ But what was Vis prayer? 
% Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon ns, 
Tn Thou haft put gladneſs in my heart, more than in the 
time that their corn and wine encreaſed®*,” 


131 {11 


Let us form a juſt eſtimate of what ſin is, before we 
embrace it, to the unſpeakable loſs of our immortal ſouls, 
It preſents you with a, bait of pleaſure; but that bait con- 
ceals a hook, Which wounds the ſoul. Siniu] pleaſures, 
however attractive they may appear to a deluded mind, 
reſemble ſerpents which are beautiful to the fight,” but 
armed with a poiſonous and deadly ſting. © Look not 
<« thou upon the wine, when it is red, When it giveth his 
e cobour in the cup, when it moyeth itſelf aright. At the 
«Taft it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder. 
He that diggeth a pit ſhall fall into it, and whoſoever 
A breaketh a hedge, a ſerpent thall-bite Him f. > 


Can the foul find any reft or ſolid fatisfachon in 8 en - 
joyments of fin? No: This is impoſſible, © There is 


E | © no 


* Matth. xvi, 26 Job zzxvii. 8. Pla, iv. 6. 7. f Prove xxiii. 3f, 32. 
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* no peace, ſaith my God to the wicked“. The hor- 
rors of conſcience, the dread of divine vengeance, and the 
awful proſpect of a future judgment, diſturb the tranquil- 
lity, and ſpoil all the pleaſures of the impenitent ſinner, 


The immortal ſoul can find no reſt but in the love of a re- 
conciled God. 


How inſatiable are the luſts of the corrupt heart! They 
harraſs the heart of the ſinner with conſtant demands, 
which can never be ſatisſied. And ſo © the wicked,“ 
agitated with theſe impetuous Juſts, ** are like the trou- 
<< bled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up 
<< mire and dirt.” What an azduous taſk is aſſigned 
to him, who endeavours to gratify the luſts of his 
heart! an Apoſtle ſays „ Ye luſt and have not: ye kill 
and deſire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and 
«« war, yet ye have not, becauſe ye aſk not. Ye aſk and 
receive not, becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that you may conſume 
it upon your luſts.” The Pſalmiſt ſays concerning the 
Iſraelites “they tempted God in their hearts, by aſking 
<< meat for their luſt.“ How much are they to be pitied, 
who, acting as the drudges of fin, are continually mak- 
ing proviſion for vile luſts, which, like the grave and bar- 
ren womb, never ſay, it is enought | 


Beſides : Is not a finful courſe a fooliſh courſe? He who 
is unfaithful to God is alfo an enemy to his own intereſt. 
Thoſe who purſue after lying vanities forſake their own 
mercy. They prefer deluſive and tranſitory pleaſures to 


their own temporal and eternal happineſs. The merciful 


Lord is pleaſed to expoſtulate with infatuated ſinners in 
this manner, Come now and let us reaſon together, 
& faith the Lord, though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall 
c be white as ſnow, though they be red like crimſon, they 
„ ſhall be as woolt.” But obſtinate and fooliſh ſinners 

liſten 


* Iſa. Iv. 21. + Iſh, Ivii, 20, Jas, iv. 2, 3. Pla. Ixxvii:. 18. 
+ Ila. i. 18.. 
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liſten not to ſuch kind expoſtulations. They hug a ſerpent 
in their boſoms, Which is ready to ſting them to death, 
drink a cup of poiſon which we would daſh from their lips, 
and pleaſe themſelves with the ſhadow of happineſs, while 
they are really ruſhing forward in the path of miſery. 
What folly and madneſs is this ! 


Let us add to this, that fin keeps us at a diſtance from 
God. © Your iniquities have ſeparated between you and 
«© your God, and your fins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear®*.” Does not ſin, O ye impeni- 
tent, poiſon all your comforts in this lite, ſhake your con- 
fidence in God, mar you acceſs to and communion with 
him, and place an impaſſible guiph between you and hea- 
ven ? Is this your deliberate choice? Then, if you repent 
not, you may expect to hear that awful ſentence “ depart 
from me ye curſed,” For 


The end of fin is bitterneſs and death. Sin, like the 
whoriſh woman, ſays, “ ſtolen waters are ſweet, and bread 
e eaten in ſecret is pleaſant :” But, * the man who is de- 
& juded by ſuch flattering language, knoweth not that the 
dead are there, and that her gueſts are in the depths of, 
« hellt.“ 


Behold, O finners, the true picture of fin, which you 
embrace with ſo much eagerneſs and delight! I now pre- 
ſent you with another conſideration. 


2. Conſider that you muſt die. It is impoſſible that 
you can evade the payment of this debt of nature. “ For 
it is appointed to all men once to diet.“ Converſe in 
your meditations with death and the grave. Say to cor- 
tuption “ Thou art my father :” to the worm, © thou 
art my mother and fifter.” Behold the end of your 
preſent life, and the eternal flight of all your enjoyments ! 
Conſider alſo, that though death is certain, the time of jt 

18 


® Iſa, lix. 2. + Prov. ix. 17, 28. + Heb. ix. 27. 
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is uncertain. We may be in perfect health juſt now; and 
the next moment we may be plunged into eternity. Think 
on theſe things, and judge of the neceſſity of a fpeedy re- 
F' pentance. Impenitent ſinners ! you live in fm, without 

| God, without Chriſt, and without hope in the world. 

| Would you with to die in this ſtate? No; However you 
| may: live, you will certainly be ready to join Balaam in 
l his prayer „Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my latter end be like his.” But remember, that he 


<# 


| came to an untimely end; and ſo may you, without being 
allowed, in your laſt moments, any time for repentance. ' 


oy 


Vhat will be your thoughtsvof fin on a death bed? 
With what remorſe «ill you look back on a miſpent life, 
ſtained with innumerable fins, of which you have never 
Tepented | ? and with whit horror will you look forward 
to a juſtly incenſed Judge and his awful tribunal? The 
Lord ſays to every impenitent ſinner “ Can'thine heart 
«© enGure, or can thine hands be trong in the days that I 
de ſhall deal with thee*.” Think on theſe things no, 
while time and ſpace ate yet given for repentance. 


How dreadfu! will it be to die impenitent, to lie down 
in the grave with your bones full of the fin of your youth, 
and to go into the immediate preſence of your Judge with 
a load of pnpardoned guilt. upon the conſgience. O that 
ſinners would think of theſe thiugs before it be too late! 


Inſatuated men! why are you ſo fond of the profits 
and the pleaſures of ſin? You muſt part with them all at 
death, They cannot follow you into the grave. You 
nal, wheiher you will or not, leave them all behind you. 

V hy will you not part with them moto, before they be 
torn from. zou, d leave you nothing but ſorrow, re- 
, morſe, diiappointment, bitter anguiſh, and endleſs deſpair ? 

N In 


Reck. XXil. 14. 


( 29 ) 
In a word, conſider that there will be no room for re- 
pentance in the grave. As death leaves us judgment will 
find us. Therefore, whatſoever thine hand findeth to 
* do, do it with all thy might, for there is no work, nor 
* device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, 
«© whither thou etal I proceed to another conſi- 
deration. 


3- Conſider the certairity of a judgment to come. 
« For we mult all appear before the Judgment Seat of 
„ Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad.” We mujt appear. There can be no 
poſſibility of eſcaping from the juſt Judgment of God. 
As the wealth of worlds could not bribe the Judge; ſo 
the combined powers of all creatures could not reſeue from 
the hands of his juſtice. We muſt all appear; the great- 
eſt, as well as the leaſt; the higheſt as well as the loweſt 
of all the children of men, ſhall be equally obliged to 
obey the ſummons which awakes the dead... We muſt 
appear in the very ſame ſtate, in which we fall into the 
grave, either deformed with ſin and guilt, or pardoned, 
juſtified, and ſanctified. We muſt appear before the Fudg- 
ment Seat of Chriſt, who is God in our nature, who 
is now our Saviour, and will then he our Judge, 
and who will then be as awfully ſevere to his enemies, 
who by their impenitence have deſpiſed his grace, as he 
will be gloriouily amiable to his triends, who, throuzh 
faith, have obeyed his goſpel. We mult appear “ that 
c every one” being exactly ſcrutinized by the all-ſeeing 
Judge, “ may receive” the fruits or conlequences of 
the things done,” ſpoken or thought. of, while the 
ſou! remained in his “ mortal body, according to that 
he hath done whether it be good or bad;” that is, 
according as his actions and governing principles mall. 
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evince, that he is either wicked, impenitent, and unbe- 
lieving, or elſe a true believer in Chriſt, or who has been 
purified from fin, In the one caſe he ſhall receive the 
juſt puniſhment of his ſins : In the other a gracious reward. 


This is the doctrine of a future judgment, and what 
a ſtrong argument does it afford us for preſſing the duty 
of immediate repentance. The Apoſtle Paul uſes it to 
this purpoſe in Acts 17. 30, 31. Now ſinners, conſider 
that the longer ye continue impenitent, the more will 
your debt to Divine Juſtice be ſwelled, and fearful, at 
length, will be the reckoning that your tins which lie 
down with you in the duſt, riſe up againſt you in 
judgment: that if you continue impenitent, you will be 
expoſed to ſhame before millions of men and Angels, 
while you, in vain call upon the hills to fall upon you, 
and cover you from the face of the Judge; and that 
according to your deeds your eternal ſtate ſhall be fixed. 
In the laſt place * 


4. Vou muſt repent or periſh. Sinners are ruined for 
want of conſideration. * I hearkened and heard,” ſays 
Jehovah, “but they ſpake not aright: no man repented 
« kim of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? 
& eyery one turned to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into 
the battle.“ Bur whether ſinners will conſider or not, 
their ruin is certain if they continue impenitent. For a 
dreadful day comes, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be re- 
<« vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
% fre, taking vengeance on them that know not God, 


. and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 


© who ſhail be puniſned with everlaſting deſtruction from 
tc the preſence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
© power.” 


All the pleas of the {inner for an arreſt of judgment will 
avail him nothing. Will he plead the general mercy of 
God ? 


0 


| God ? But that mercy he hath deſpiſed. Tf * wy, 
mercy let him ſeek it in God's way by truſting on Chriffg 5. | 
atonement, and by true repentance. See Iſaiab dv. * 

Will he depend on the blood of Chriſt for deliverance 7 Fa 
That blood was ſhed to ſave us from our fins. But not 
one drop of it was ſhed to procure impunity to the ob- 
ſtinate ſinner, continuing in his ſins to the end of nis 
courſe. Therefore we can have no actual intereſt in the 
death of Chriſt, except we receive the grace of repentance. 


Let the ſinner diſmiſs theſe falſe hopes, and reflect 
that it is a fearful thing 00 fall into the hands vf the 
living God; that the pleaures of ſin are dut för a Con, 
while the ede is eternal; that the laſt pulſe will 


beat mad the laſt groan be N chat the ſou); ſeparat- 


ed from the body, will enter upon an eternal ſtate; and 
that if it be impenitent, it will be deprived af all pleaſure, 
And expoſed to Rorrog rembrk, und miſery,” through 


the ages of Kernity. But if it believes and repents, it 
| thal enjoy. ite 8 8 
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